
Year 1 Curriculum Meeting 2026 - 2027



Staff in Year 1 

Mrs Gill Barrett will teach Music on Wednesday

Mrs H Overall (Monday-Tuesday)

Mrs N Baddeley HLTA (Monday – Friday)

Mrs C O’Driscoll (Wednesday – Friday)



Our school values

•Honesty 

•Kindness 

•Perseverance 

Our school rules
•Be respectful

•Be responsible

•Be safe

Rewards: 
Star of the Week 
Dojo Points
Headteacher’s Award 



Behaviour Policy

There are four steps:

1. Non-verbal prompt

2. Reminder

3. Warning 

4. Consequence/ Reflection sheet



Weekly Timetable 
• PE is on Tuesday and Thursday 
• Please make sure all kit is named
• Children are to come to school in their PE kit
• Outdoor PE – trainers or suitable footwear required. 
• The children spend time outside, even if it is raining, so please ensure your child has appropriate 

clothing. 
• Reading books are changed every Friday. Please make sure you send the red book bag with the 

reading book and reading log in everyday, so we can read with your child. 
• Library day is every Tuesday. 
• Forest School (details will be sent closer to the time)

Homework
• Reading daily (sign in reading logs) 10 minutes a day
• Phonics (sounds to practice) – Friday
• Spellings 



Library

❖We visit the school library once a week (Tuesday).

❖The children should be bringing home a book which they have taken 
out from the library.

❖Please return library books each Tuesday so your child can take a new 
one home - the system will not allow us to check out more than 2 books 
per child.



Oracy
Using Oracy Cambridge, we will also be applying key learnings in classroom pedagogy across the 
whole curriculum.

Recent research has shown that strong communication and language skills are crucial for academic 
success and future employment prospects:

❖ If children have poor communication and language skills at age 5, by the end of Key Stage 1, (age 
7), they are likely to enjoy school less

❖ If a child has poor vocabulary at 5, they are more than twice as likely to be unemployed in their 
30's as a similar child with good vocabulary. They are also more likely to have mental health 
problems

❖ Children who struggle to talk and understand words are:

o 6 times likely to fail English tests at 11

o 11 times more likely to fail Math GCSE

o Twice as likely to be unemployed as an adult



Phonics

• Phonics is taught daily following the Essential Letters and Sounds 
scheme. This is a government validated syllabus.

• Phonics introduces new sounds daily, gives opportunities for shared 
reading, teaches ‘hard to read and write’ words and writing a short 
sentence using the new sound.

• The reading books that the children bring home will be matched 
carefully to the sounds they have been taught and are able to recall.

• Phonics screening checks take place in June 2027.



English – Reading 

The programmes of study for reading consist of two dimensions:

• word reading – skilled word reading involves the ability to decode 
unfamiliar words and the ability to recognise familiar words (sight 
recognition)

This is underpinned by phonics

• comprehension or reading for meaning – develops through high-
quality discussion and from reading and discussing a range of stories, 
poems and non-fiction



English – Reading 
In Year 1 we are following the National Curriculum.

We will be using books as a focus. This could be linked to a topic or as a stimulus for a specific genre. The 
children will work independently, in pairs, as groups and as a class. 
We cover a range of text types throughout the year, both fiction and non-fiction, and the children learn 
to write in these styles. We will also explore texts through drama, art and music

Core skills which are regularly visited in class:

Reading:
Reading for Pleasure
Being read to

Writing:
Spelling and grammar
Handwriting
Phonics



English - Reading 
Our goal is to get the children to enjoy reading!

❖ Here’s how many words children would have heard by the time they were 5 years old:

❖ Never read to - 4,662 words
❖ Read to 1–2 times per week - 63,570 words
❖ … 3–5 times per week -169,520 words
❖ … daily - 296,660 words

Ohio State University 2019

• Draw on knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts

• Identify and explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such as characters, events, titles and information

• Identify and explain the sequence of events in texts

• Make inferences from the text

• Predict what might happen based on what has been read so far



Reading at home 
• Establish a routine so that reading takes place when and where it is quiet and

without distraction.
• Make reading an enjoyable experience.
• Spend as much time talking about the text as reading it.
• Discuss the pictures, characters and plot.
• Focus on the skills of comprehension, inference and deduction.
• Check children’s understanding of vocabulary.
• Retell the story and make predictions about what might happen next.
• Make links with other books they have read.
• Look at, read and discuss the features of texts: blurbs, captions, headings,
contents pages, glossaries.
• Encourage children to use punctuation as a guide to reading with expression
and appropriate intonation.
• Model reading yourself.



English – Composition / Writing

Each half-term we focus our work on different texts. This could be a book or 
shown as a read aloud story. 

Our aim is to develop positive attitudes towards stamina for writing. We cover 
a range of text types throughout the year, both fiction and non-fiction, where 
the children learn to write in these styles. 
• Writing about real events.
• Writing for different purposes.
• Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make 

the meaning clear.
• Talk about ideas before writing them.
• Applying their phonics to their writing.
• Always giving it a go ☺



English – Transcription/Handwriting 

• Children should write in pencil

• The three Ps – posture, pencil grip, paper position

• Encourage them to take pride in the presentation of their work

• Encourage the correct letter and number formation

• Capital letters should be larger than lower case letters and not joined



Maths

Across the school we use White Rose Maths 
The topics in Year 1 are:

▫ Number – place value, 
▫ Number – addition and subtraction, 
▫ Multiplication and division – sharing and grouping
▫ Fractions – half and quarters
▫ Time – o’clock and half past
▫ Measurement – length, weight, height, capacity
▫ Geometry - properties of shapes, position and direction
❖ At the end of each topic we have a mini assessment.

Most days there will be an optional extension activity for children to complete to develop their problem solving

We teach in blocks of varying length – please see the Class Information Sheet for what we will cover each half-
term.



Science 
Our topics include:

❖ Animals including humans – all about me

❖ Seasonal changes

❖ Exploring everyday materials (part 1)

❖ Plants

❖ Animals including humans – all about animals

❖ Exploring everyday materials (part 2)



Foundation Subjects

History
• Toys
• Kings and Queens
• Nurturing Nurses

Geography 

• My School
• The United Kingdom
• The World



Computing
• Computing Systems and Networks
• Creating Media: Digital Painting
• Creating Media: Digital Writing
• Grouping Data
• Programming: Moving a Robot
• Programming: Intro to Animation

Art
• Mark Making
• Colour Creations
• Self Portrait

Design & Technology
• Eat Fruit & Vegetables
• Moving MiniBeasts
• Stable Structures



Most of all we want your children to be happy ☺

The best way to contact us is by emailing the school office.

Are there any questions?

THANK YOU


